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" to have the picture taken away; but with her usual
consideration she took care to have me informed at
once, at the same time telling me the reason. It is
to this thoughtfulness of the Queen that I owe the
preservation of my picture; for the fishwomen and
ruffians who soon after went to Versailles to secure
Their Majesties, would certainly have destroyed it, as
they did the Queen's bed, which they cut through
and through."

By his brother's death, the future Louis XVII. be-
came Dauphin. At the moment of his birth, this child,
who was destined to so gloomy an end, was thought
to have been born under a lucky star. His birthday
was Easter Sunday, 1785, March 27. In opposition
to the old custom, which postponed the baptism of
the royal children for some years, the young Prince
had been baptized that same evening, at eight o'clock,
in the chapel of the palace at Versailles, by the
Cardinal de Kohan, Grand Almoner of France. His
godfather was his uncle, the future Louis XVIII.; his
godmother, his aunt, the Queen of Naples, represented
by Madame Elisabeth. The King, accompanied by
all the court, had gone to the chapel, to be present
at the baptism and the "Te Deum." When the
ceremony was over, M. de Calonne, the Comptroller-
General of Finance and Grand Treasurer of the Royal
Orders, had carried to the infant the ribbon and star
of the Order of the Holy Ghost. At nine o'clock
there were fireworks before an interested crowd in
the Place d'Arines. On the 24th of the following